
Appendix C – Site Sustainability Appraisal Framework  

The table below shows the appraisal framework which site allocation policies 
for the Site Specific Policies and Proposals Document.   

Site Sustainability Appraisal Framework 

SEA/SA 
Topic 

Sustainability 
Appraisal 
Objective 

Decision making 
(Appraisal) 
questions 

Detailed Site Specific 
Appraisal Questions? 

Will it use land that 
has been 
previously 
developed? 

Is the land mostly 
brownfield/previously 
developed? (yes=+, 
no=-) 

Will it use land 
efficiently? 

n/a dependent on type 
and design of 
development not 
location 

1. Minimise the 
irreversible loss of 
undeveloped land 
and productive 
agricultural 
holdings. 

Will it protect and 
enhance the best 
and most versatile 
agricultural land? 

Is the site on high 
grade land (1,2,3)? 
(yes=-, no =+) 

Will it reduce water 
consumption? 

n/a dependent on type 
and design of 
development not 
location 

Land, water 
and Soil 
Resources 

2. Limit water 
consumption to the 
capacity of natural 
processes and 
storage systems. Will it conserve 

groundwater 
resources? 

Would the 
development of the site 
have the possibility to 
harm a protected 
aquifer? (y=-, n=+) 

Will it lead to an 
increased 
proportion of 
energy needs 
being met from 
renewable 
sources? 

n/a dependent on type 
and design of 
development not 
location 

Will it reduce the 
emissions of 
greenhouse gases 
by reducing energy 
consumption? 

n/a dependent on type 
and design of 
development not 
location.  Reduction of 
greenhouse gases and 
energy consumption by 
limiting travel is 
highlighted below 

Climate 
change and 
air pollution 

3. Reduce 
contributions to 
climate change. 

Will it improve air 
quality? 

Is it in a AQMA (y=-, 



n=0) 

(does not apply to 
open space allocation 
proposals) 

Is the site within 800m 
of a school? (y=+, n=-) 
(Residential allocations 
only) 

Is the site within 300m 
of convenience 
shopping? (y=+, n=-) 
(Residential allocations 
only) (figure from 
PPS6) 

Is the site within 800m 
of employment 
opportunities? (y=+, 
n=-) (Residential 
allocations only) 

Is the site within 800m 
of primary health care 
facilities?  (y=+, n=-) 
(Residential allocations 
only) 

Is the site within 800m 
of residential areas? 
(y=+, n=-) (not 
applicable to 
residential allocation 
proposals) 

Will it reduce traffic 
volumes? 

Is the site connected 
by cycle links? (y=+, n 
=-) 

Is the site accessible 
by regular (daily) public 
transport? (y=+, n =-) 

Will it support travel 
by means other 
than the car? 

Is the site within 30 
minutes public 
transport time of retail 
provision, employment 
areas, and primary 
health care facilities? 
(Residential allocations 
only) (y=+,n=-) 

4. Minimise waste 
production and 

Will it reduce 
household waste? 

n/a dependent on type 
and design of 



development not 
location 

support the 
recycling of waste. 

Will it increase 
waste recovery and 
recycling? 

Is the site 2km from a 
household waste 
recycling plant? (y=+, 
n=0) 

Will it be at risk of 
flooding? 

Is the site within EA 
flood zone 2 or 3 or a 
SFRA defined flood 
zone (1 in 100yr risk)? 
(y=-, n=+) 

Is the site within EA 
flood zone 2 or 3 or a 
SFRA defined flood 
zone (1 in 100yr risk)? 
(y=-, n=+) 

5. To avoid, reduce 
and manage flood 
risk. 

Will it contribute to 
a higher risk 
elsewhere? 

Is the site within or 
adjacent to EA flood 
zone 2 or 3 or a SFRA 
defined flood zone (1 
in a 100yr risk)? (y=-, 
n=+) 

Would it result in a 
direct loss of all or part 
of the designated site? 
(y=-, n=0)(for 
SPA,SAC and Ramsar 
designations, HRA 
applies) 

Will it protect, 
maintain and 
enhance sites 
designated for their 
nature 
conservation 
interest? 

Is the site  adjacent to 
a designated site? (y=-
, n=0) (for SPA,SAC 
and Ramsar, HRA 
applies) 

Will it involve the loss 
of trees and 
hedgerows? (y=-, n=0) 

Will it involve the loss 
of a Norfolk 
Biodiveristy Action 
Plan  habit? (y=-,n=0) 

Biodiversity 6. Protect, 
conserve, enhance 
and expand 
biodiversity. 

Will it conserve and 
enhance species, 
diversity and avoid 
harm to protected 
species? 

Will it enhance 
connectivity of habitats 
(consistent with Norfolk 
Econets project)? 
(y=+,n=0) 

Cultural 7. Maintain, Will it maintain and Is the site within a 



landscape thats has 
moderate-high or high 
sensitivity to change as 
defined in the 
Breckland Settlement 
Fringe Landscape 
Assessment ? (y=-, 
n=+) 

enhance the 
distinctiveness of 
landscape and 
townscape and 
character? 

Will it damage the 
character of the 
landscape? (y=-,n=+) 

Will it maintain and 
enhance the 
character of 
settlements? 

Does it involve the re-
use or re-development 
of derelict buildings? 
(y=+, n=-) 

enhance and 
preserve the 
distinctiveness and 
diversity of 
landscape and 
townscape 
character. 

Will it protect and 
enhance open 
spaces of amenity 
and recreational 
value? 

Would it involve the 
loss of designated 
open space?(y=-, n=+) 

Will it result in a loss of 
a listed building or 
damage to a setting of 
a listed building? (y=-, 
n=+) 

Would it lead to a loss 
of historic parks and 
gardens? (y=-, n=+) 

Is the site within a 
conservation area? 
(y=-/?, n=0) 

Would it result in a loss 
of, or damage to a 
Scheduled Ancient 
Monument? (y=-, n=0) 

Would it lead lead to a 
loss of or damage to a 
designated geological 
site? (RIGS) (y=-, n=0) 

heritage and 
landscape 

8. Conserve and 
where appropriate 
enhance the 
historic 
environment.* 

Will it protect or 
enhance sites, 
features of 
historical, 
archaeological, or 
cultural interest 

(Including 
Conservation 
Areas, Listed 
Buildings, 
Registered Parks 
and Gardens and 
Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments)? 

   

Would it lead to loss of 
or damage to a 
potential 
archaeological site? 
(y=-, n=0) 

Is the site within a 
AQMA? (y=-, n=0) 

Population 
and human 
health 

9. Improve the 
health and well 
being of the 

Will it increase life 
expectancy? 

Is it within or adjacent 



to a Hazardous 
Installation 
Consultation Area? 
(y=-,n=0) 

Is the site within 
1200m of outdoor 
playing space or sports 
facilties? (y=+, n=-) 
(NPFA standards) 

Will it improve 
access to essential 
services such as 
health facilities? 

Is the site within 30 
minutes public 
transport time or 
walking time of a 
primary health care 
facility? (y=+, n=0) 
(Norfolk LTP) 

Would it result in a loss 
of outdoor playing 
space or sport facility? 
(y=-, n=0) 

Would it lead to an 
increase in outdoor 
playing space or sport 
facility? (y=+,n=0) 

population. 

Will it encourage 
healthy lifestyles, 
including travel 
choices? 

Is the site within 
walking distance of a 
school or place of 
employment (1000m 
max)? (y=+,n=-) 
(residential allocation 
proposals only) 

Will it reduce actual 
levels of crime? 

n/a dependent on type 
and design of 
development not 
location 

10. Reduce and 
prevent crime, and 
reduce the fear of 
crime. 

Will it reduce fear 
of crime? 

n/a dependent on type 
and design of 
development not 
location 

Is it within 1200m of a 
residential area? (for 
outdoor playing space 
allocation proposals 
only) (y=+,n=-) 

11. Improve the 
quality and quantity 
of accessible open 
space. 

Will it improve 
accessibility to 
open space? 

Is it within 1200m of 
outdoor playing space? 
(for residential 



allocation proposals 
only) (y=+,n=-) 

Would it involve an 
increase in open space 
provision? (y=+, n=0) 

Will it improve the 
quality and quantity 
of accessible open 
space? Would it involve a 

decrease in open 
space provision? (y=-, 
n=+) 

Is it within walking 
distance (1000m) or 75 
minute public transport 
of a high school ? 
(y=+,n=-) 

Is it within walking 
distance (1000m) or 30 
minute public transport 
of a doctors surgery? 
(y=+,n=-) 

Is it within 1000m of a 
primary school? (y=+, 
n=-) 

Will it improve 
accessibility to key 
local services and 
facilities, including 
health, education, 
leisure, (village 
shops, post offices 
pubs)? 

Will it increase 
provision of local 
services? (y=+,n=-) 

Is it within walking 
distance (300m) or 30 
minutes public 
transport of a 
convenience store? 
(y=+, n=-) (residential 
allocation proposals 
only) 

  

Is it within walking 
distance (300m) or 30 
minutes public 
transport of a town 
centre? (y=+, n=-) 
(residential allocation 
proposals only) 

12. Improve the 
quality, range and 
accessibility of 
essential services 
and facilities. 

Will it improve 
accessibility to 
shopping facilities? 

Is it in the town centre? 
(y=+, n=-) (retail 
allocations only) 

Inclusive 
communities 

13. Redress 
inequalities related 

Will it reduce 
poverty and social 

Is it connected to 
public transport and 



within 30 minutes 
public transport time of 
retail provision, and 
employment? (y=+, n=-
) 

  

exclusion in those 
areas most 
affected? 

Will it increase 
services in a ward 
within the 20% most 
deprived wards in 
England? (y=+, n=0) 

Will it improve 
affordability to 
essential services 
and facilities at 
home? 

n/a 

to age, gender, 
disability, race, 
faith, location and 
income. 

Will it improve 
relations between 
people from 
different 
backgrounds and 
social group? 

n/a 

Will it support the 
range of housing 
types and sizes, 
including affordable 
to meet the needs 
of all sectors in the 
community? 

Is it an allocation for 
housing? (y=+,n=0) 

Will it reduce the 
number of unfit 
homes? 

Will it involve the  
redevelopment of unfit 
homes? (y=+,n=0) 

Will it reduce 
housing need? 

Is the allocation 
proposal for housing? 
(y=+,n=0) 

14. Ensure all 
groups have 
access to 
affordable, decent 
and appropriate 
housing.* 

Will it meet the 
needs of the 
travelling 
community? 

Is the allocation for a 
gypsy and traveller 
site? (y=+,n=0) 

Will it increase 
vitality of existing 
town centres? 

Is it in the town 
centre?  (y=+,n=0) 

Economic 
Activity 

15. Increase the 
vitality and viability 
of existing town 
centres. Will it increase 

viability of existing 
town centres? 

Is it in the town centre? 
(retail and leisure 
allocations only) 
(y=+,n=-) 



Is it within 300m or 30 
minute public transport 
time of the town 
centre? (residential 
allocation proposals 
only) (y=+,n=0) 

Will it support and 
improve education? 

Is the allocation for an 
educational 
establishment? (y=+, 
n=0) 

Will it encourage 
employment and 
reduce 
unemployment 
overall? 

Is the allocation 
proposal for 
employment land? 
(y=+, n=0) 

Is the site within 800m 
or 30 minute public 
transport time of 
residential areas? (for 
employment use 
allocation proposals 
only) (y=+,n=-) 

16. Help people 
gain access to 
satisfying work 
appropriate to their 
skills, potential and 
place of residence. 

Will it improve 
access to 
employment/ 
access to 
employment by 
means other than 
car? 

Is the site within 800m 
or 30 minute public 
transport time of 
residential areas? (for 
residential) allocation 
proposals only) 
(y=+,n=-) 

Will it improve 
business 
development and 
enhance 
competitiveness? 

Is it in an area with a 
deficiency of 
employment land ? (for 
employment use 
allocation proposals 
only) (y=+,n=0) 

Is the allocation 
proposal for 
employment land? 
(y=+, n=0) 

Will it make land 
and property 
available for 
business 
development? Would it result in a loss 

of employment land? 
(y=-,n=+) 

17. Improve the 
efficiency, 
competitiveness 
and adaptability of 
the local economy. 

Will it support 
sustainable 
tourism? 

Is the allocation 
proposal within a town 
or local service centre 
or accessible by public 
transport? (y=+,n=-) 



Will it encourage 
rural economy and 
diversification? 

Is the allocation in the 
rural area? 
(employment and 
tourism proposals only) 
(y=+,n=0) 

In addition to this appraisal all site specific proposals will have to be tested 
against their conformity to the Breckland Core Strategy DPD.   

  

 


